Supranuclear vertical gaze abnormalities in sporadic Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease.
Supranuclear gaze palsies are an uncommon feature of Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (CJD). Most reported cases of CJD with features of supranuclear gaze palsy are familial. We report 2 patients with supranuclear vertical gaze abnormalities associated with spongiform changes in the midbrain. Both patients were found to have sporadic CJD after genetic testing. Distinguishing familial from sporadic CJD in this setting has important genetic and epidemiological implications.